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Transportation  

Acronyms and Glossary of 

Abbreviations  

AA Alternatives Analysis: An Alternatives 
Analysis is the evaluation of all reasonable 
modal and multimodal alternatives and 
general alignment options for identified 
transportation needs in a particular, 
broadly defined travel corridor.  

AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic:  The 
total volume of traffic on a highway seg-
ment for one year, divided by the number of 
days in the year. Both directions of traffic 
volumes are reported as well as total two-
way volumes. 

ADA  Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990:  A Federal law that requires public 
facilities, including transportation ser-
vices, to be accessible to persons with disa-
bilities, including those with mental 
disabilities, temporary disabilities, and the 
conditions related to substance abuse. 

ADT  Average Daily Traffic: The number of 
vehicles passing a fixed point in a day, 
averaged over a number of days. The num-
ber of count days included in the average 
varies with the intended use of data. 

AE Annual Element: The first fiscal year of 
the Transportation Improvement Plan. 

AFV Alternative Fuel Vehicle: A vehicle that 
runs on a fuel other than “traditional” 
petroleum fuels. 

AICP American Institute of Certified Plan-
ners: AICP is the American Planning 
Association's professional institute, provi-
ding recognized leadership nationwide in 
the certification of professional planners, 
ethics, professional development, planning 
education, and the standards of planning 
practice.  

AMPO Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations: A national nonprofit 
membership organization serving the 
interests of metropolitan planning 
organizations nationwide. 

APA American Planning Association: The 
American Planning Association brings 
together thousands of people—practicing 
planners, citizens, elected officials—
committed to making great communities 
happen. 

APTA American Public Transportation As-
sociation: An organization that works to 
ensure that public transportation is availa-
ble and accessible for all Americans.  

AQ Air Quality: generally refers to the 
amount of air pollutants of various types in 
the air. The pollutants can include hydro-
carbons (also called volatile organic com-
pounds), nitrogen oxides, particulate 
matter, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide 
and so on.  

ARRA American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act: An Act making supplemental 
appropriations for job preservation and 
creation, infrastructure investment, en-
ergy efficiency and science, assistance to 
the unemployed, and State and local fiscal 
stabilization, for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other pur-
poses. 

ASCE American Society of Civil Engineers: 
Founded in 1852, the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) represents more 
than 133,000 members of the civil engi-
neering profession worldwide, and is 
America's oldest national engineering 
society. ASCE's vision is to position engi-
neers as global leaders building a better 
quality of life. 

AVO Average Vehicle Occupancy: The ratio 
of person trips to vehicle trips; often used 
as a criteria in judging the success of trip 
reduction programs. 
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AVR Average Vehicle Ridership: The num-
ber of employees scheduled to start work 
during specified hours divided by the num-
ber of vehicles arriving at the site during 
those same hours. 

BCC Board of County Commissioners:  The 
State constitution gives the Board of 
County Commissioners the power to adopt 
ordinances (local laws), approve the 
County budget and set mileages, and estab-
lish the requirements for the departments 
under its control. The Board governs all 
unincorporated areas of the county di-
rectly; municipalities may call upon the 
County for specialized services. 

BMS Bridges Management Systems: Process 
for analyzing existing conditions and iden-
tifying future needs with respect to bridges; 
required for the National Highway System 
(NHS) as a part of ISTEA; and the extent 
to which the remaining public bridges are 
included in the process is left to the discre-
tion of state and local officials. 

BOA Board of Adjustments: The Board of 
Adjustment reviews applications sub-
mitted for a variance to the Land De-
velopment Regulations. The Board then 
approves or denies the applications based 
on staff reports and evidence submitted 
during the hearing, taking into consider-
ation the applicant’s and other testimony 
in favor or against the request. 

BPAC Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commit-
tee:  Advisory Committee that examines 
alternatives and makes recommendations 
to the Lake~Sumter MPO on bicycle and 
pedestrian issues.  

BRP State Bridge Rehabilitation: Funds for 
replacement or repair of bridges on the 
State Primary System based on statewide 
priority.  

BRRP State Bridge Repair and Rehabilita-
tion: Funds for the repair and rehabilita-
tion of bridges. 

BRT Federal Bridge Replacement:  Funds 
for bridge replacement on Federal National 
Highway and Surface Transportation Pro-
gram systems; used for critical bridges 
based on a statewide priority as approved 
by the FHWA. 

CAAA Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990:  
Amendments to the federal Clean Air Act 
which classify non-attainment areas and 
provide for rules dealing with air pollution 
in such areas; specifically brought trans-
portation decisions into the context of air 
quality control. 

CAC Citizens’ Advisory Committee: Advi-
sory committee utilized by most metropoli-
tan planning organizations (MPOs) for 
citizen input into the transportation plan-
ning process. 

CBD Central Business District: The area of a 
community with the most intense commer-
cial and business development. 

CCI  Community Characteristics Inven-
tory: The history of a community with pre-
sent and future conditions of an area. 
Includes physical characteristics of an area, 
narrative text that describes the commu-
nity, tables or graphics that summarize 
data. 

CE  Categorical Exclusion:  A technical 
exclusion for projects that do not result in 
significant environmental impacts. Such 
projects are not required to prepare envi-
ronmental reviews.  

CEI Construction Engineering Inspection: 
FDOT highway project phase following 
construction. 

CEMO  Central Environmental Management 
Office: Represents FDOT in protecting 
and enhancing a sustainable human and 
natural environment while developing safe, 
cost effective and efficient transportation 
systems. 
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CFMPOA Central Florida MPO Alliance: A coali-
tion of transportation and government 
organizations committed to addressing 
transportation challenges on a regional 
basis. The alliance is comprised of repre-
sentatives from the Brevard MPO, the 
MetroPlan Orlando, the Volusia County 
TPO, the Polk TPO, the Ocala/Marion 
TPO, and the Lake-Sumter MPO. 

CFR  Code of Federal Regulations: The codi-
fication of the general and permanent rules 
published in the Federal Register by the 
executive departments and agencies of the 
Federal Government. It is divided into 50 
titles that represent broad areas subject to 
Federal regulation. Each volume of the 
CFR is updated once each calendar year 
and is issued on a quarterly basis. 

Chap. 339, 175 FS. The state legislation pertaining to the 
designation, roles, and responsibilities of 
the MPOs 

Chap. 427, Rule 41-2. The state legislation requiring, 
and providing the guidelines for, the coor-
dination of transportation services for 
transportation disadvantaged persons 
within a county or urban area. 

CIGP County Incentive Grant Program: This 
program provides grants to counties to im-
prove a transportation facility which is 
located on the State Highway System or 
which relieves traffic congestion on the 
State Highway System. 

CIE Capital Improvements Element: A 
required element of local comprehensive 
plans which evaluates the need for public 
facilities, their cost and funding and/or 
schedule for construction; specific content 
for the CIE is found in Rule 9J-5.016 of the 
Florida Administrative Code and Chapter 
163.3177(3), Florida Statutes. 

CLC Community Liaison Coordinator: The 
FDOT district person responsible for im-
plementing effective public involvement to 
identify potential sociocultural effects for 
transportation projects; responsible for 

public involvement and assessment of soci-
ocultural effects in the non-MPO areas of 
the state. 

CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Qual-
ity Improvement Program: A categori-
cal funding program created under ISTEA, 
which directs funding to projects that con-
tribute to meeting national air quality 
standards in non-attainment areas for 
ozone and carbon monoxide. 

CMS Congestion Management System: A 
systemic process required under ISTEA to 
provide information on transportation sys-
tem performance and identify alternative 
strategies to alleviate congestion and en-
hance mobility of persons and goods; pro-
cess must be developed in Transportation 
Management Areas (TMAs), the use of 
CMS in non-TMAs is left to the discretion 
of state and local officials; in Florida, 
MPOs will take the lead for the CMS in ur-
banized areas and FDOT will take the lead 
elsewhere. 

CMS Concurrency Management System: A 
systematic process utilized by local govern-
ments to ensure that new development does 
not occur unless adequate infrastructure 
(such as public facilities) is in place to sup-
port growth; requirements for the CMS are 
found in Rule 9J-5.0055, Florida Adminis-
trative Code. 

CNU Congress for the New Urbanism: CNU 
advocates the restructuring of public policy 
and development practices to support the 
restoration of existing urban centers and 
towns within coherent metropolitan re-
gions. We stand for the reconfiguration of 
sprawling suburbs into communities of 
real neighborhoods and diverse districts, 
the conservation of natural environments, 
and the preservation of our built legacy. 

CTCs Community Transportation Coordi-
nators: People contracted by the Transpor-
tation Disadvantaged Commission to pro-
vide complete, cost-effective and efficient 
transportation services to transportation 
disadvantaged (TD) persons. 



TRANSPORTATION ACRONYMS AND GLOSSARY OF ABREVIATIONS  PAGE 4 

CTD Commission for Transportation Dis-
advantaged: An independent commission 
housed administratively within the Florida 
Department of Transportation.  Our mis-
sion is to insure the availability of efficient, 
cost-effective, and quality transportation 
services for transportation disadvantaged 
persons.   

CTST Community Traffic Safety Team: Part-
nership represented by various public and 
private entities that focus on reducing the 
number and severity of traffic crashes 
within their community. 

CUTR Center for Urban Transportation Re-
search: A legislatively created research 
center, located at the University of South 
Florida, whose purpose is to conduct and 
facilitate research and serve as an infor-
mation exchange on issues related to urban 
transportation problems in Florida.  

DCA Department of Community Affairs: 
State and land planning agency responsi-
ble for a number of local and regional plan-
ning of programs, established in Chapter 
163 and 380 of the Florida Statutes. 

DEIS Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment: As indicated in title this is an anal-
ysis report describing the impacts of a 
major transportation improvement project 
upon the environment, both physical 
(built) and natural. It is proposed in both 
draft and final forms, which are reviewed 
by the local agencies and the general public 
and approved by the appropriate federal 
agencies. (FHWA or FTA) 

DIS District Intermodal System: State 
funds code for projects on Strategic Inter-
modal System. 

DOT Department of Transportation: Agency 
responsible for transportation at the local, 
state, or federal level. 

DRI Development of Regional Impact: A 
large-scale development which is required 
to undergo an extra-local review process; 
the appropriate regional planning council 

coordinates the review; the appropriate 
local government makes the approval 
decision, with the Florida Department of 
Community Affairs (DCA) retaining 
appeal authority; Rule 28-24, F.A.C. 
identified types of development subject to 
DRI review. 

EA Environmental Assessment: A docu-
ment that must be submitted for approval 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation for transportation projects in 
which the significance of the environmental 
impact is not clearly established. An EA is 
required for all projects for which a Cate-
gorical Exclusion or Environmental Im-
pact Statement is not applicable. 

EAR Evaluation and Appraisal Report: 
Periodic review and evaluation of a local 
government comprehensive plan; generally 
due every five years; requirements for 
contents are identified in Rule 9J-5.0053, 
Florida Administrative Code and Chapter 
163.3191, Florida Statutes. 

ECFRPC East Central Florida Regional Plan-
ning Council: provides regional planning 
service for Brevard, Seminole, Orange, 
Osceola, Volusia, and Lake Counties. 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement: A 
document that explains the purpose and 
need for a project, presents project alterna-
tives, analyzes the likely impact of each, 
explains the choice of a preferred alterna-
tive, and finally details measures to be 
taken in order to mitigate the impacts of the 
preferred alternative. 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency: 
Protects human health and the environ-
ment. Since 1970, EPA has been working 
for a cleaner, healthier environment for the 
American people. EPA is led by the Admin-
istrator, who is appointed by the President 
of the United States. 
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ETDM Efficient Transportation Decision 
Making: Creates a linkage between land 
use, transportation and environmental re-
source planning initiatives through early, 
interactive agency and public involvement. 

FAA Federal Aviation Administration: Pro-
vides a safe and efficient aerospace system. 

FAPA Florida Chapter of the APA: The Florida 
Chapter of APA provides statewide leader-
ship in the development of sustainable 
communities by advocating excellence in 
planning, providing professional develop-
ment for its members, and working to pro-
tect and enhance the natural and built envi-
ronments.  

FBT Floridians for Better Transportation: 
Statewide business and transportation as-
sociation dedicated to making transporta-
tion safer and more efficient in Florida; cre-
ated in 1988 by the Florida Chamber of 
Commerce and the Florida Council of 100. 

FDCA Florida Department of Community Af-
fairs: State agency responsible for assisting 
Florida communities in meeting the chal-
lenges of growth, reducing the effects of 
disasters and investing in community 
revitalization. 

FDEP Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection: The lead agency in state gov-
ernment for environmental management 
and stewardship.   

FDOT  Florida Department of Transporta-
tion: State agency responsible for trans-
portation issues in Florida. 

FEIS Final Environmental Impact State-
ment: A document that evaluates the 
potential environmental impacts of the pro-
posed action. 

FGDL Florida Geographical Data Library 
(FGDL): Housed at the GeoPlan Center at 
the University of Florida, contains GIS 
data from federal, state and local agencies. 

FHPP Federal High Priority Projects: Projects 
earmarked by Congress in TEA-21 as high 
priorities at the federal level.  These amount 
to roughly 5% of the total transportation 
budget. 

FHWA Federal Highway Administration: Di-
vision of the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation responsible for administrating fed-
eral highway transportation programs. 

FIHS Florida Intrastate Highway System 
(FIHS): A statewide network of limited 
and controlled access highways whose pri-
mary function is for high speed and high 
volume traffic movements; built and main-
tained by FDOT. 

FLHSR Florida High Speed Rail: Express rail 
service between Tampa and Orlando with 
future plans to extend service to Miami. 
Trains are projected to reach speeds of at 
least 168 mph. 

FLUAM Future Land Use Allocation Model: A 
land use forecasting model that projects the 
land use parameters used in the Florida 
Standard Urban Transportation Models.  

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact: A 
statement indicating that a project was 
found to have no significant impacts on the 
quality of the human environment and for 
which an environmental impact statement 
will therefore not be prepared. 

FRA Federal Railroad Administration: The 
purpose of FRA is to promulgate and en-
force rail safety regulations; administer 
railroad assistance programs; conduct re-
search and development to improve rail-
road safety. 

F.S. Florida Statutes: Documents in which 
Florida's laws are founds. 

FSUTMS Florida Standard Urban Transporta-
tion Modeling Structure: Computer 
model used in Florida for transportation 
planning and traffic forecasting process. 



TRANSPORTATION ACRONYMS AND GLOSSARY OF ABREVIATIONS  PAGE 6 

FTA Federal Transit Administration: Fed-
eral entity responsible for transit planning 
and programs. 

FTC Florida Transportation Commission: 
Provides leadership in meeting Florida’s 
transportation needs through policy guid-
ance on issues of statewide importance and 
maintaining public accountability for the 
DOT. 

FTE Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise: Re-
sponsible for the operation and expansion 
of toll roads on the Turnpike system. 

FTP Florida Transportation Plan: A state-
wide, comprehensive transportation plan, 
which establishes long-range goals to be 
accomplished over a 20-25 year time frame; 
developed by Florida Department of Trans-
portation; updated on an annual basis. 

FY Fiscal Year: A budget year; runs from July 
1 through June 30 for the State of Florida; 
and from October 1 through September 30 
for the federal governments. 

GIS Geographic Information Systems: A 
technology that integrates the collection, 
management and analysis of geographic 
data. This can be used to display the results 
of data queries as maps and analyze spatial 
distribution of data. 

GPS Global Positioning System: A satellite 
based navigation system providing accu-
racy usable for side scan sonar surveys on 
a worldwide basis. GPS has become a 
universal, reliable positioning system.  

HCM Highway Capacity Manual: A collec-
tion of state-of-the-art techniques for 
estimating capacity and determining level 
of service for many transportation facilities 
and modes. 

HOT High Occupancy Toll Lanes:  Lanes 
that take advantage of available unused 
capacity in the HOV lane by allowing 
vehicles that do not meet the minimum 
occupancy requirement to pay a toll for 
access to the lane(s).  

HOV High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes: In 
Florida, vehicles carrying two (2) or more 
people; freeways, expressways and other 
large volume roads may have lanes desig-
nated for HOV use by carpoolers, vanpools, 
and buses. 

ICE Intergovernment Coordination Ele-
ment: Required element of a local govern-
ment comprehensive plan addressing coor-
dination between adjacent local govern-
ments, and regional and state agencies; 
requirements for content are found in rule 
9J-5.015, F.A.C. 163.3177(b)(h), F.S. 

ISTEA Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991: Federal law 
which restructured transportation plan-
ning and funding by requiring considera-
tion of multimodal solutions, emphasis on 
the movement of people and goods as op-
posed to traditional highway investments, 
flexibility in the use of transportation 
funds, a greater role of MPOs, and a 
greater emphasis on public participation. 

ITE Institute of Transportation Engineers: 
An international society of professionals in 
transportation and traffic engineering; 
publishes Trip Generation (a manual of 
trip generation rates by land use type). 

ITS Intelligent Transportation System: 
Use of computer and communications tech-
nology to facilitate the flow of information 
between travelers and system operators to 
improve mobility and transportation 
productivity, enhance safety, maximize the 
use of existing transportation facilities, 
conserve energy resources and reduce 
adverse environmental effects; includes 
concepts such as "freeway management 
systems,” “automated fare collection" and 
"transit information kiosks". 

JPA Joint Participation Agreement: Legal 
instrument describing intergovernmental 
tasks to be accomplished and/or funds to be 
paid between government agencies. 
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LAP Local Agency Program: Contracts be-
tween FDOT and other governmental 
agencies to develop, design, acquire right-
of-way, and construct transportation facil-
ities and to reimburse these governmental 
agencies for services provided to the travel-
ing public.  

LGCP Local Government Comprehensive 
Plan: As required by Chapter 163, Florida 
Statutes, requires local governments to de-
velop local comprehensive plans; also con-
tains capital improvements, consistency 
and concurrency requirements, and pro-
vides for Rule Chapter 9J-5, F.A.C. 

LOS Level of Service: A qualitative assess-
ment of a road's operating condition, gen-
erally described using a scale of “A” (little 
congestion) to “E/F” (severe congestion). 

LRT Light Rail Transit: An electric rail sys-
tem which has single cars or short trains, 
and passenger’s board at track or car floor 
level.  

LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan: A 
20-year forecast plan required of state plan-
ning agencies and MPOs; must consider a 
wide range of social, environmental, energy 
and economic factors in determining over-
all regional goals and consider how trans-
portation can best meet these goals. 

LU Land Use: Refers to the manner in which 
portions of land or the structures on them 
are used, i.e., commercial, residential, 
retail, industrial, etc. 

MAP-21 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act – Signed into law by 
President Obama on July 6, 2012. Funding 
surface transportation programs at over 
$105 billion for fiscal years 2013 and 2014, 
MAP-21 is the first long-term highway 
authorization enacted since 2005.  

 MG Minimum Guarantee: A funding cate-
gory created in TEA-21 that guarantees a 
90% return of contributions on formula 
funds to every state. 

MMTD Multimodal Transportation District: 
Jointly administered by FDOT and DCA, 
this planning framework was established by 
statute based on recommendations by the 
Transportation and Land Use Study Com-
mittee (1999), which sought to reconcile 
transportation programs and land use prac-
tices. Its goal is to expand the use of multi-
ple modes by coordinating transportation 
improvements (such as improved transit 
service and pedestrian facilities) and land 
use measures that enable multimodal trans-
portation to succeed.  

MOA Memorandum of Agreement: A docu-
ment written between parties to cooperate 
on an agreed upon project or meet an 
agreed objective. The purpose of an MOA 
is to have a written understanding of the 
agreement between parties. 

MOU Memorandum of Understanding: A 
document describing a bilateral or multi-
lateral agreement between two or more 
part. It expresses a convergence of will be-
tween the parties, indicating an intended 
common line of action.  

MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization: 
The forum for cooperative transportation 
decision-making; required for urbanized 
areas with populations over 50,000.  

MPOAC Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Advisory Council: A statewide advisory 
council (consisting of one member from 
each MPO) that serves Florida's 25 MPOs 
as the principal forum for collective policy 
discussion; created by law to assist the 
MPOs in carrying out the urbanized area 
transportation planning process. 

MSTU Municipal Services Tax Unit: A Taxing 
District authorized by State Constitution, 
Article VII and Florida Statute 125.01. The 
MSTU is a legal and financial mechanism 
for providing specific services and/or im-
provements to a defined geographical area. 
A MSTU may levy ad valorem taxes to 
provide funds for the improvements. 
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NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards (NAAQS):  Establishes maximum 
concentrations for criteria air pollutants in 
specified geographical areas.  These pollu-
tants include carbon monoxide (CO), lead 
(Pb), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), particulate 
matter (PM-10), ozone (O3), and sulfur 
dioxide (SO2).  To prevent established con-
centrations from being exceeded, State and 
local governments may require air pollution 
controls on existing, new, and modified 
industrial facilities; tighter standards on 
emissions from motor vehicles; and the use 
of alternative fuels.  

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969: An Act to establish a national policy 
for the environment, to provide for the es-
tablishment of a Council on Environmental 
Quality, and for other purposes. 

NHS National Highway System: Specific 
major roads to be designated by September 
30, 1995; the NHS will consist of 155,000 
(plus or minus 15%) miles of road and 
represents one category of roads eligible for 
federal funds under ISTEA. 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA): Law requiring federal agencies 
to consider the potential effect of a project 
on a property that is registered on or eligi-
ble for the National Register of Historic 
Places. If effects are identified, federal and 
state agencies and the public must identify 
means to mitigate the harm. 

PD&E Project Development and Environ-
ment Study (PD&E): FDOT’s name for 
a corridor study to establish conceptual 
design for a roadway and to determine its 
compliance with federal and state environ-
mental laws and regulations. 

PE Preliminary Engineering (design): 
Highway project phase. 

PEA Planning Emphasis Area: Planning for 
the appropriate use of land within commu-
nities. 

PHF Peak Hour Factor: Traffic engineers focus 
on the peak-hour traffic volume in evaluat-
ing capacity and other parameters because 
it represents the most critical time period. 
The analysis of level of service is based on 
peak rates of flow occurring within the peak 
hour because substantial short-term fluctu-
ations typically occur during an hour. 
Common practice is to use a peak 15-minute 
rate of flow. Flow rates are usually ex-
pressed in vehicles per hour, not vehicles per 
15 minutes.  

PIO Public Information Officer: The indi-
vidual in an agency or district responsible 
for disseminating information and re-
sponding to inquiries from the media. 

PI Public Involvement: The process by 
which public concerns, needs, and values 
are solicited and incorporated into deci-
sion-making. 

PL  Planning Funds: Federal Highway Ad-
ministration planning funds, also called 
Section 112 funds. 

PIP Public Involvement Plan (PIP): A writ-
ten plan of public involvement strategies 
and activities for a specific transportation 
plan or project. The PIP provides a system-
atic approach to how the results and 
outcomes of public involvement activities 
are integrated into the decision-making 
process. 

PMS Pavement Management System: A sys-
tematic process utilized by state agencies 
and MPOs to analyze and summarize 
pavement information for use in selecting 
and implementing cost-effective payment 
construction, rehabilitation, and mainte-
nance programs; required for roads in the 
National Highway System as a part of 
ISTEA; the extent to which the remaining 
public roads are included in the process is 
left to the discretion of state and local 
officials; this criteria is found in 23 CFR 
500.021-209. 
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PTMS Public Transportation Facilities and 
Equipment Management System: A 
systematic process (required under ISTEA) 
utilized by state agencies and MPOs to 
collect and analyze information on the 
condition and cost of transit assets on a 
continual basis; data is to be used to help 
people choose cost effective strategies for 
providing and keeping transit facilities and 
Transportation Management Areas; the 
use of CMS in non-TMAs is left to the 
discretion of state and local officials. 

PUD Planned Unit Development: A zoning 
category that allows innovation in develop-
ment by the suspension of standard zoning 
to be replaced by negotiated agreements.  A 
PUD requires a comprehensive develop-
ment plan for the entire area, usually in-
cluding residences, roads, schools, recrea-
tional facilities and service areas, plus com-
mercial, office and industrial areas. 

RFP Request for Proposals: A document ad-
vertising opportunities to submit bids for a 
particular purchase or service contract. 

ROW Right-of-Way: Real property that is used 
for transportation purposes; defines the 
extent of the corridor that can be used for 
the road and associated drainage. 

RPC Regional Planning Council: A multi-
purpose organization composed of repre-
sentatives of local governments and ap-
pointed representatives from the geo-
graphic area covered by the council, and 
designated as the primary organization to 
address problems and plan solutions that 
are of greater than local concern or scope; 
currently there are 11 regional planning 
councils in Florida. In some area of Florida 
the Regional Planning Council is under 
contract to provide staff services to MPOs. 

SAFETEA Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act.  

LU: Legacy for Users:  Reauthorization of the 
Federal Transportation Bill authorizing 

the Federal surface transportation pro-
grams for highways, highway safety, and 
transit for the 5-year period, 2005-2009. 

SCE Sociocultural Effects: The effects a 
transportation action has on social, 
economic, aesthetic and livability, relo-
cation and displacement, civil rights and 
land use issues. 

SCOP Small County Outreach Program: As-
sists small county governments (population 
of 150,000 or less) in resurfacing or recon-
structing county roads or in constructing 
capacity or safety improvements to county 
roads. 

SIS Strategic Intermodal System: A trans-
portation system comprised of facilities and 
services for statewide and interregional sig-
nificance, including appropriate compo-
nents of all modes. 

SOV Single Occupant Vehicle: Privately-
operated vehicle whose only occupant is the 
driver. 

SIB State Infrastructure Bank: Method of 
financing large capital projects by taking 
advantage of borrowing against future 
state revenues. 

SRPP Strategic Regional Policy Plan: A plan, 
developed by each regional planning coun-
cil (RPC), which contains goals and poli-
cies addressing affordable housing, eco-
nomic development, emergency prepared-
ness, natural resources of regional signifi-
cance, and regional transportation issues; 
must be consistent with the state compre-
hensive plan. 

STIP State Transportation Improvement 
Program: The FDOT five-year work pro-
gram as prescribed by federal law. 

 TAC Technical Advisory Committee: A 
standing committee of most metropolitan 
organizations (MPOs); function is to pro-
vide advice on plans or actions of the MPO 
from planners, engineers and other staff 
members (not general citizens). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle
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TCEA Transportation Concurrency Excep-
tion Area: Special areas designated in local 
government comprehensive plans where 
special level of service standards or analysis 
techniques may be prescribed.  Usually 
implemented in support of urban infill, 
urban redevelopment, and/or downtown 
revitalization. 

TCMA Transportation Concurrency Manage-
ment Area: Special areas designated in 
local government comprehensive plans 
where special level of service standards or 
analysis techniques may be prescribed.  
Usually implemented in support of urban 
infill, urban redevelopment, and/or down-
town revitalization. 

TD Transportation Disadvantaged: People 
who are unable to transport themselves or 
to purchase transportation due to disabil-
ity, income status or age. 

TDCB  Transportation Disadvantaged Coor-
dinating Board: This committee is re-
sponsible for defining transportation disad-
vantaged-related goals and objectives, pre-
paring a service plan, and ensuring that the 
needs of the transportation disadvantaged 
citizens are being met. 

TDM Transportation Demand Manage-
ment: A transportation planning process 
that is aimed at relieving congestion on 
highways by the following types of actions:  
(1) actions that promote alternatives to au-
tomobile use; (2) actions that encourage 
more efficient use of alternative transport 
systems; and (3) actions that discourage 
automobile use. 

TDP Transit Development Plan: An interme-
diate-range transit plan (usually five years) 
that examines service, markets, and fund-
ing to make specific recommendations for 
transit improvements. 

TDSP Transportation Disadvantaged Ser-
vice Plan: A tactical plan with Devel-
opment, Service, Quality Assurance and 
Cost/Revenue Allocation and Rate 
Structure Justification components. The 
TDSP contains goals which the CTC plans 

to achieve, and the means by which they 
intend to achieve them. 

TE Transportation Enhancements: Spe-
cific activities which can be funded with 
Surface Transportation Program (STP) 
funds; activities include pedestrian/bicycle 
facilities, acquisition of scenic easements 
and scenic historic sites, scenic or historic  
highway programs, scenic beautification, 
historic preservation, rehabilitation and/or 
operation of historic transportation struc-
tures, railway corridor preservation, con-
trol/removal of outdoor advertising, arche-
ological planning/research and mitigation 
of highway runoff water pollution. 

TEA-21 Transportation Equity Act for the 21" 
Century: Federal Legislation authorizing 
funds for all modes of transportation and 
guidelines on the use of those funds. Suc-
cessor to ISTEA, the landmark legislation 
that clarified the role of the MPOs in the 
local priority-setting process, TEA-21 em-
phasizes simplicity, fairness, and higher 
funding levels for transportation. 

TIGER Transportation Investment Generat-
ing Economic Recovery: Funding for 
supplemental discretionary grants for cap-
ital investments in surface transportation 
infrastructure under the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act.  

TIP Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram: A priority list of transportation 
projects developed by a metropolitan 
planning organization that is to be carried 
out within the five (5) year period following 
its adoption; must include documentation 
of federal and state funding sources for each 
project and be consistent with adopted 
MPO long range transportation plans and 
local government comprehensive plans. 

Title 23 CFR – Federal regulations pertaining 
to statewide and metropolitan trans-
portation Part 450 planning: (a) Sets 
forth the national policy that the MPO 
designated for each urbanized area is to 
carry out a continuing, cooperative, and 
comprehensive multimodal transportation 



TRANSPORTATION ACRONYMS AND GLOSSARY OF ABREVIATIONS  PAGE 11 

planning process, including the develop-
ment of a metropolitan transportation plan 
and a transportation improvement program 
(TIP), that encourages and promotes the 
safe and efficient development, manage-
ment, and operation of surface transporta-
tion systems to serve the mobility needs of 
people and freight (including accessible 
pedestrian walkways and bicycle transpor-
tation facilities) and foster economic growth 
and development, while minimizing trans-
portation-related fuel consumption and air 
pollution; and (b) Encourages continued 
development and improvement of metropol-
itan transportation planning processes 
guided by the planning factors set forth in 
23 U.S.C. 134(h) and 49 U.S.C. 5303(h).  

TMA  Transportation Management Associa-
tion: A membership organization designed 
to help a group of businesses, companies, 
and other interested parties implement a 
commute management program; some 
funding for these groups is available 
through the state Commuter Assistance 
Program (CAP). 

TMA  Transportation Management Area: A 
federal term for an urban area of over 
200,000 population. 

TMS Transportation Management System: 
The implementation of traffic control 
measures, such as HOV lanes, signal 
timing adjustments, median closings, and 
access management strategies to increase 
the operating efficiency of the traffic 
circulation system. 

TMS Transportation Management System: 
The LSMPO TMS includes traffic counts, 
tracking of approved developments and 
crash data resulting in a comprehensive 
database. 

TOP Transit Operations Plan: An opera-
tional and cost feasibility analysis per-
formed prior to implementation of transit 
services. 

TPO Transportation Planning Organiza-
tion:  A synonym for a Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO), responsible for 
transportation planning and is mandated 
by state and federal agencies.  

TRB Transportation Research Board: A unit 
of the National Research Council whose 
purpose is to advance knowledge about 
transportation systems; publishes the 
Highway Capacity Manual. 

TRIP Transportation Regional Incentive 
Program: TRIP was created to improve 
regionally significant transportation facili-
ties in "regional transportation areas". 
State funds are available throughout 
Florida to provide incentives for local 
governments and the private sector to help 
pay for critically needed projects that 
benefit regional travel and commerce. The 
Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) will pay for 50 percent of project 
costs, or up to 50 percent of the nonfederal 
share of project costs for public trans-
portation facility projects. 

TSCP Transportation and Community and 
Systems Preservation Pilot Program: 
A federal discretionary grant program 
created in TEA-21 that is designed to 
provide funding for revitalizing and reha-
bilitating transportation corridors. 

TSM Transportation Systems Manage-
ment:  Strategies to improve the efficiency 
of the transportation system through 
operational improvements such as the use 
of bus priority or reserved lanes, signaliza-
tion, access management, turn restrictions, 
etc. 

UA Urbanized Area: The US Census Bureau 
defines an urbanized area as: "Core census 
block groups or blocks that have a popula-
tion density of at least 1,000 people per 
square mile (386 per square kilometer) and 
surrounding census blocks that have an 
overall density of at least 500 people per 
square mile (193 per square kilometer)". 
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UPWP Unified Planning Work Program: De-
veloped by Metropolitan Planning Organ-
ization (MPOs); identifies all transporta-
tion and transportation air quality tasks 
and activities anticipated within the next 
one to two years, including a schedule for 
the completion of the identified tasks and 
activities. 

USC United States Code: The United States 
Code is the codification by subject matter of 
the general and permanent laws of the 
United States. It is divided by broad sub-
jects into 50 titles and published by the 
Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the 
U.S. House of Representatives. Since 1926, 
the United States Code has been published 
every six years. In between editions, 
annual cumulative supplements are pub-
lished in order to present the most current 
information. 

USDOT United States Department of Trans-
portation: Established by an act of 
Congress on October 15, 1966, the Depart-
ment’s first official day of operation was 
April 1, 1967.  The mission of the Depart-
ment is to: Serve the United States by 
ensuring a fast, safe, efficient, accessible 
and convenient transportation system that 
meets our vital national interests and 
enhances the quality of life of the American 
people, today and into the future. 

V/C Volume to Capacity: a measure that 
reflects mobility and quality of travel of a 
facility or a section of a facility. It compares 
roadway demand (vehicle volumes) with 
roadway supply (carrying capacity). For 
example, a V/C of 1.00 indicates the road-
way facility is operating at its capacity. It 
is a common performance measure for 
MPOs and is widely used in TMS and 
transportation studies.  

VHT Vehicle Hours Traveled: On highways, 
a measurement of the total hours traveled 
in a given area for a specified time period. 
It is calculated by multiplying the number 
of vehicles by the hours traveled in a given 
area or on a given highway during the time 
period. In transit, it is calculated by multi-
plying the number of vehicles by the hours 
traveled on a given area or on a different 
route, line, or network during the time 
period. 

VMS Variable Message Sign: An electronic 
traffic sign often used on roadways to give 
travelers information about special events. 
Such signs warn of traffic congestion, 
accidents, incidents, roadwork zones, or 
speed limits on a specific highway segment. 
They may also ask vehicles to take alterna-
tive routes, limit travel speed, warn of 
duration and location of the incidents or 
just inform of the traffic conditions. 

VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled: On highways, 
a measurement of the total miles traveled in 
a given area for a specified time period. It is 
calculated by multiplying the number of 
vehicles by the miles traveled in a given 
area or on a given highway during the time 
period. In transit, it is calculated by multi-
plying the number of vehicles by the miles 
traveled on a given area or on a different 
route, line, or network during the time 
period. 

WAGES Work and Gain Economic Self Suffi-
ciency: Florida's welfare to work program. 

WRPC Withlacoochee Regional Planning 
Council: Provides regional planning ser-
vices for Citrus, Hernando, Levy, Marion, 
and Sumter Counties. 

XU Urban Attributable Funds: Urban At-
tributable funds are Federal funds allocated 
to MPOs that have an urban area with a 
population over 200,000. MPOs that re-
ceive XU funds maintain full authority 
over the programming and distribution of 
XU funds. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_congestion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_safety
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_limit



